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CONFIDENTIAL NAIROBI 7661 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-2 
TAGS: MASS, UK, KE 

SUBJECT: BRITISH MILITARY AID TO KENYA 

REF: (A) LONDON 10966 (NOTAL), (B) NAIROBI 7490 (NOTAL) 

1 . ACCORDING TO BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION OFFICERS IN NAIROBI, 

TURKEY HAS REFUSED BRITISH REQUEST FOR OVERFLIGHT CLEARANCE TO 
AIRLIFT URGENTLY NEEDED MUNITIONS TO KENYA. TURKS REPORTEDLY 
HAVE TOLD BRITISH THAT THEY SHOULD NOT HAVE DIVULGED PURPOSE 
OF AIRLIFT AS THIS MADE IT "ARAB'' ISSUE AND TURKEY DOES NOT 

WISH TO BE PUT IN POSITION OF KNOWINGLY ANTAGONIZING ARAB 
COUNTRIES. 

2. OTHER POSSIBLE AIRLIFT ROUTES TO KENYA WERE ALSO EXPLORED 
BUT HAVE PROVED INFEASIBLE. WHILE SUDAN GAVE PERMISSION, EGYPT 
DID NOT. AIRLIFT FROM ISRAEL VIA SUDAN ALSO PROVED UNWORKABLE 
AS BRITISH CONCLUDED IT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO OBTAIN CLEARANCES 
FROM JORDAN AND SAUDIA ARABIA IN ORDER TO OVERFLY GULF OF 
AQABA. 

3. BRITISH AND KENYANS NOW SAID TO BE RESIGNED TO NECESSITY 
OF SHIPPING MUNITIONS TO KENYA BY SEA. 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Copy: SINGLE 
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Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 
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Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
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Disposition Remarks: 
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Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 
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Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760282-0379 
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Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 
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Line Count: 61 
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Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
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Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
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Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
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Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 
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Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
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